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JFK ’ S 1st Casket Lies in Watery Grave 

the associated press JL j \ y 

Washington — A bronze casket r. ... A i v J i ... 


the associated press 

r)p!t a f h R n ^°£~ A j 1 ' 01126 casket used t0 carry Presi- 
ton is ii 0 F ' K f nn ° dy ’ S bod Y from Dallas to Washing- 
£?“ f “ a water y ^ ave ~ 9.000 feet down in the 
A M^ tlC 0 i Ce t n ’u CCOrdmg t0 assassination documents 
Materials to be released Tuesday at the National 
Aichwes will show that in early 1965, the casket was 

n 3 r 1 ltary plane int0 an area where 

unstable and outdated weapons and ammunition are 

dumped, Kermit Hall, a member of the now dXnct 
ated a pre,ss. 10n ReC ° rds Review Board - told The Associ- 

“The documents that will be released show it was 

dropped off the Maryland-Delaware border in 9 000 

2ff f ’ ,? al i Said Frida ^ “Therel actu 

ordinates wi," d ° C T ents that Pinpoints the co- 
ordinates where it was dropped.” 

The revelation — on the eve of what would have 

been Kennedy s 82nd birthday yesterday — that the 

casket was sunk resolves a lingering mystery about 

its whereabouts. But it also fuels spfculatioYamona 

“ou n rx. researchers that was discarded 


Archive documents 
pinpoint location 

“You don’t destroy* evidence ”^ 2 ' 1963 ’ assassination - 
What happened to the bronze casket has been a 
lingering question during the past three decades Last 

that’a^e 0 ™"? 6 -? 1 released b Y the archives showed 
that a General Services Administration truck picked 
up the coffin March 19, 1964. P 

mpn f = tS e f°- rt f to ferret assassination-related docu- 
ments and information from various government' 

SeTwa^The 1 ^ P&nel “J?? the GSA whei 'e the 
didn^t know. 6 3genCy Smd laSt SUmmer tbat B 

te^nTlr 8 bUrie l in ^ lington National Ceme- 
tery m a mahogany coffin that had been purchased in 
Washington replace the bronze one P ”5“ ™ 



missing a handle and had been damaged. 

In September, 1965, former Texas Rep Earle Cab 
ell wrote to then-Attorney General Nicholas Katzen- 
bach recommending that the bronze casket be dis 
a f ded so 11 could never become a relic. 

Inis item hes . . . value for fhp 

rj.." C *“ "And I believe it, L^SeX 
seek to S„ a p,i. hlS m ° rb ‘ d “"“'V » which we all 

Katzenbach said in an interview Friday that he 
doesn t recall details about the disposition of the cas- 

ti Lifton thinks there might have been a. darker mo- 

In conducting his research, Lifton talked with wit- 
nesses who said Kennedy’s body arrived at BethpsHa 
Naval Hospital in a gray metal shipping casket not the 
bronze one obtained in Dallas. That the bronze casket 
was dumped in the ocean — after the Warren Com m ’ 
sion issued its report in 1964 - makeThTm wTndpr 

W “ 3 rf C U h S H t ^ n ‘ ght have y ield ed to investigators 
it it had been an ongoing murder investigation 

this would be obstruction of justice,” Lifton safd ’ 



